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Socikrx inſtituted in 1787, for the Purpoſe of efſedting 
_ © -- *the ABOLITTON of the SLAVE Trane. 
= Erxcovracerh by the ſaccefs which has attended the 


== was formed in order to excite {till more the public atten- 


tion to the Slave Trade, and to collect ſuch evidence or 
information as may tend to its diſcouragement, and, 
finally, to its abolition. | 
For theſe purpoſes (which have been already attended 
with, and cannot be effected without, conſiderable ex- 
penſe) a Subſcription has been opened, and a Committee, 


W whoſe names are annexed, appointed to managè the funds. 


The principal aim of the Society is to promote, among 
the Members of both Houſes of Parliament, a diſpoſitian 
to inquire into this inhuman traffic; and they have the 
ſatis faction already to number, amongſt the friends of the 
cauſe, ſeveral men of diſtinguiſhed character and abilities, 
who enter into the buſineſswith a zeal, which affords a rea- 
ſonablèé ground to hope for the accompliſhmient of the de- 
ſign. | : 
= They have alſo the peculiar pleaſure of ſeeing men of 
different religious denominations unite, with true Chriſ- 


tian harmony, in the can ſe of humanity and juſtice. | 


expected. 


This Tract is intended to give a Summary View of the 
Slave Trade, and is meant to be generally diſtributed a- 
mongſt thoſe, whoſe exertions or ſubſcriptions may be 
If this trade ſtiould become, as there is reaſon to hope 
it will, a ſubje@ of Parliamentary inveſtigation early in 

this ſeſſions, it is to be wiſhed that the general ſenſe of 
the Nation (which without doubt is in favour of liberty, 
Juſtice, aud humanity) may be expreſſed by Petitions to 
Parliament, and by applications to their Repreſentatives, 
in order to procure their aſſiſtance. In the diſtribution 
of the Fracts, it is therefore recommended that this pur- 
poſe may be kept in view. — 4 

The S6ciety will thankfully receive any Communi- 
cations on this Subject, addreſſed to the Chairman at 
their Office, No. 18, in the Old Jewry; or to the Treas 


3 Er 


Nauzs of the Committee appointed for procuring In- 

formation and Evidence, and for directing the Appli- 
cation of ſuch Monies as are already, or may be here- 

after collected for the Purpoſes of this Inſtitution. 


SGNANVILIESUHAR E, Eſq. Chairman, Leadenhall Str. 


Mr. SAMUEL Hoare, Jun. Treaſurer, Lombard Street. 


CoM MITTE k. 


Mr. Robert Barclay, Clapham, Surry. 
Mr. John Barton, Milk Street, Cheapſide. 


r K — 


Mr. Philip Sanſom, London Street. 


Rev. Thomas Clarkſon, Chancery Lane, London, or 
Wiſbeach, Cambridgeſhire. KS 

Mr. William Dillwyn, Walthamſtow, Eſſex. . 

Mr. George Harriſon, Wood Street, Cheapſide. 

Mr. Joſeph Hooper, Walworth, Surry. 

Mr. John Lloyd, Tower Hill, London. 

gn Martin, Eſq. M.P. Downing Street, Weſtminſter, 

r. James Phillips, George Yard, Lombard Street. 

Mr. Richard Phillips, Lincoln's Inn. | | 

William Morton Patt, Eſq. M. P. Arlington Street. 

Mr. Jobn Vickris Taylor, St. Helen's, Biſhopſgate 
treet, | 

Mr. Joſiah Wedgwood, Greek Street, Soho, or Etruria, 
Staffordſhire. 


Mr, Joſeph Woods, White-Hart Court, Grace-Church 
Street. 


N. B. The Subſcriptions of ſuch as are diſpoſed to 
contribute towards carrying on the deſign of this So- 
ciety, will be received by the Treaſurer, or by any 
Member of the Committee; or by Sir Herbert Mack- 
worth, Baronet ; Dorſet, Johnſon, and Wilkinſon, 
Bankers, No. 68, New Bond Street, 


A SU M- 


A 
SUMMARY VIEW 
OF THE 
SLAVE TRADE 


PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ITS ABOLITION. 


I. Slaves are acquired by Means of War. 


Ozsrrvation,. FPHESE wars are, for the 

| moſt part, entered into by 
the parties concerned, without any previous in- 
jury on either ſide, and for no other motive, than 
to furniſh ſlaves for the Europeans, by whom 
they have been ſupplied with arms and ammu- 
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nition, and frequently bribed, for the purpoſe. 


During ſome of theſe wars, the victors have 


been ſo incenſed at the reſiſtance they have 
found, that their ſpirit of vengeance has entirely 
prevailed over their avarice, and, though they 
have engaged in the conflict for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of procuring ſlaves, they have been known 
to murder every individual, without diſcrimina- 
tion either of age or ſex. | 


II. Slaves are acquired in Conſequence of Crimes. 


OBSERVATION. — Before the ſlave-trade com- 


menced, criminals were puniſhed in Africa, much 


in the ſame manner as thoſe among other nations 
in the ſame ſtage of ſociety ; but ſince the intro- 
duction of this trade, a crimes have been pu- 
niſhed with ſlavery. Every artifice has been 
uſed by the prince to entice the ſubject to be- 
come a criminal. Acts, formerly eſteemed in- 
nocent, have been deemed crimes, for the ſake 
of inflicting the puniſhment. New diſtinctions 
have alſo been made in crimes, that additional 


| puniſhments might ſucceed. The offender, in _ 
| one inſtance, forfeits his own freedom; in a fe- 
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cond, that of the male part of his family, together 
with his own: in a third, the whole family ſuf- 
fer; and, in a fourth, the relations of the offender 
as far as they can be traced. And thus many 


thouſands of innocent perſons have been con- 
ſigned to ſlavery. | 


III. Slaves are acquired by Virtue of the Right of 
Empire in the Prince. 


OBsERVATION. — The prince conſiders his 
villages, as ſo many parks or reſervoirs, ſtocked - 
for his own luxury and uſe. When the black- 
broker tempts him with his merchandize, and 
crimes and war have not furniſhed him with a 
number adequate to the demand, he ſeizes cer- 
tain villagers, who are put into chains, and led, 
whole families together, to the ſhips. 

This is particularly the caſe with the King of 


Dahomy, who rules his ſubjects with ſuch de- 
ſpotic ſway, as to apprehend no reſiſtance, on 


their part, to his meaſures. 
However, in other parts of the ami the 
mode of ſeizing them is a little varied, The 
A 4 king 


CY * * 


ing of the natives, are employed in the inland 
country to kidnap the unwary. They lie in 


of driving the birds from the grain. They lie in 


: from which they ſpring out 1 their prey, and 
| ſecure it. 


11 


king goes with his guards to one of his villages 
in the night; he ſurrounds it, and ſets it on fire; 
the poor villagers, flying in conſternation from 
the flames, fall into the hands of their tyrant. 
This mode, therefore, differs from the former in 
this reſpect only, that many are terribly burnt on 
the occaſion, and others periſh. 


IV. Slaves are acquired by Kidnapping. 


OBSERVATION. -Slave-hunters, conſi{t- 


wait frequently in the rice-fields, to carry off 
all ſuch as may be ſtationed there for the purpoſe 


wait alſo at the ſprings of water, to which the 
natives reſort to quench their thirſt, and in 
thickets by the ſides of creeks, to fall upon thoſe 
ſolitary beings, who fiſh there either for amuſe- 
ment or for food: but their principal ſtation is 
in the long graſs, by the ſide of particular path- 
ways, which are cut from one village to another, 
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But the natives are not the only people con- 
cerned in theſe iniquitous practices. The Bri- 
tiſn traders have enticed the natives to the ſhore 
for the purpoſes of trade; they have tempted 
them there with biſcuits, with brandy, and other 
ſpirits; and, having made them intoxicated, they 
have forced them on board, and ſailed off with 
them to the Colonies. 

'T heſe are the various methods by which ſlaves 
have been uſually obtained; and fo ſucceſsful have 
theſe practices been, that many millions of people, 
ſince the introduction of the trade, have been 
actually put on board European ſhips, and con- 
ſigned to ſlavery. | 

Many of the flaves, acquired by theſe me- 
thods, have been brought 1200 miles from the 
inland country, and have been obliged to paſs 
through inhoſpitable woods and deſarts, where 
thouſands of them have died through fatigue and 
thirſt. 

The annual exportation from Africa, conſiſts 
of about one hundred thouſand people. Of theſe, 
more than 20,000 die on their voyage, from cloſe 
confinement and other cauſes, and at leaſt that 
number in the ſeaſoning ; fo that if to theſe we 

| , | Add 
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|| add the number that die in the different wars, and 
0 thoſe that periſh in the long and fatiguing march 
[a before-deſcribed, it will appear that about an 
" hundred thouſand are annually murdered, even be- 
fore the planter can fay he has any additional ſtock 
for his plantation. 
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Of thoſe that ſurvive the voyage and ſeaſoning, 
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it may be ſaid, that being ſubjected in many in- 
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ſtances to the moſt cruel and deſpotic treatment, 
they periſh in a few years; and ſcarcely a veſtige 
is to be found, that an hundredth part of this im- 
menſe body of people, annually enſlaved upon the 
coaſt, had ever been in exiſtence. 
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The author, from whom theſe obſervations are 
moſtly taken, and whoſe® book treats of the 1nju/tice 
and mhumanity of the flave-trade, is now pre- 
paring a ſequel to the ſaid work, comprehending 


| . An Eſſay on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human 
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Species, particularly the African, tranſlated from a Latin Diſ- 


r 


„ 


fertation, which was honoured with the firſt prize in the uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, for the year 1735, with additions. By 
T. Clarkſon. 2 | 
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the policy of it, and the conſequences that are 
likely to ariſe from its abolition. 


The work is divided into two parts. 


PART I. 


I. Africa has two ſorts of commodities to 
offer, viz. the productions of its ſeil and negroe- 
ſlabes. | . 
As it is impoſſible that we can trade ſucceſs- 
fully in both of them at the ſame time, (one of 
them having hitherto proved an inſuperable impe- 
diment to the other) the queſtion is, in which of 
the two it is moſt politic to deal. | 
The one is replete with miſery and deſtruction 
to the human race, and is beneficial but to a few 
individuals ; whereas the other, conſiſting of cot- 
ton, indigo, tobacco, rice, coffee, ſpices, drugs, 
mahogany, dying woods, wax, ambergris, honey, 
ivory, gold, &c. would be of national advantage, 
as it would amply repay us for the loſs of Ame 
rica, break the monopoly of the Dutch, be the 
cheapeſt market for raw materials for our manu- 
facturers, open a new and extenſive market for 
our 
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our manufactures, improve the revenue, and be 
attended with other public benefits. 


II. The negroe-trade, as has been obſerved 
before, 1s profitable but to a few; it is ruinous 
to ſome, and it is hazardous at the beſt: none of 
which circumſtances would be peculiar to the 
other trade, 


HI. The negroe-trade is bad, in one point of 
view, both for the merchant and manufacturer. 
The former receives for his ſlaves bills at eigh= 
teen, twenty-four, and ſometimes thirty-ſix months 
after ſight. The credit, which the latter is ob- 
liged to give, is eighteen months. Whereas the 
merchant and manufacturer in the trade alluded 
to, would receive their returns twice, if not three 
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times, within the year. 


IV. The negroe trade deſtroys, from the 
very nature of it, near 2000 ſeamen annually. 
The loſs of theſe is of the utmoſt importance to 
a people, whoſe welfare, nay, whoſe exiſtence, 
in the preſent political ſituation of Europe, as a 
commercial nation, depends upon their naval 
Brength and importance. This loſs can never be 
_ compenſated | 


. 


"LL 1 
compenſated by any emoluments, which individuals 
may obtain in the trade. Whereas the trade al- 
luded to, even if the /ame ſbips and men were em- 


ployed, would not diſſipate them as at preſent, 
but become a nurſery inſtead of being a grave. 


V. The negroe trade (i. e.) a branch of it, 
by enabling the French to clear and cultivate 
new land in St. Domingo (which they are unable 
to do to the extent of their wiſhes, without our 
aſſiſtance) is replete with the moſt pernicious - 
conſequences to the Britiſh nation. | 

This iſland, if fully cultivated, can produce 
more ſugar than all our iſlands together. Every 
lot of flaves, which we import there, enables 
them to clear an additional acre. Every acre 
ſo gained ſupplies additional produce, This 
produce employs additional ſhips to old France, 
Nor does the evil ſtop here. A new fleet of 


ſhips is raifed for them in exporting this produce 


to other countries. Now, if we conſider that 
French ſhips carry double the number of men 
that ours of the ſame burthen do, we ſhall find 


that we are enabling our enemies, by this branch 


of the trade, to diſpute with us the ſovereignty 


of the ſeas. 


PART II 


PAR Tn 


The firſt ſection contains an account of ſeven 
j plantations, which have wanted 79 ſupplies for 
ſome years. But it muſt be obſerved, that on 
theſe plantations the negroes were treated with 
humanity, and population was encouraged. In- 
deed on one of them, where the treatment was 
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| ſuperior to that of the reſt, the numbers increaſed 
. ſo much, that the plantation was overſtocked. 

Wl! The author ſhews, from theſe inſtances, that 
if a planter treats his ſlaves well, and encourages 
population, they mu/? increaſe. But that, if the 
N. 


ſame plantation falls into the hands of an avari- 
cious and unfeeling man, it muſt go back in a 
few years, and require ſupplies. 
He then ſtates, that if the ſlave trade is abo- 
named, the planters will be obliged to treat their 
W flaves with humanity, and encourage population; 
and, of courſe, that the iſlands can never be in 
want of cultivators. | 

He then goes into the various cauſes 5 the 
diminution of ſlaves in the colonies ; ; and ſhews, 


dat all theſe cauſes will be removed if the ſave- 
. trade i is aboliſhed.” 
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One of them is this ; When a ſlave ſhip arrives 
in the colonies, her cargo invariably conſiſts of 
two thirds male, and the remainder female. This 
is but a bad proportion of the ſexes for propaga- 
tion. But when they are put up to ſale, an ava- 
ricious planter, who can give a better price than 
his neighbour, and who will not ſuffer the preg- 
nancy of women to ſtop the work of his planta- 
tion, buys them in a ſtill greater diſproportion, | 
viz. in that of five to one; his views being 
chiefly conſined to the males. The females fall 
moſtly to the lot of the indigent and involved, 
who cannot favour them. Hence a ſeparation of 
the ſexes ; otherwiſe it would never happen that 
ſo many thouſands of both ſexes, annually im- 
ported into the: colonies, ſhould'paſs away, in a 
little time, and. ſcarcely leave a feed behind 
tems 

Now (fays the author) if the importations are 
ſtopped; and ſufficient previous notice is given of 
the event, the avaricious planter, who formerly 
purchalsg. males alone, will be obliged at the next 
ſales to purchaſe females z while thoſe on the other 
hand, who have the greateſt proportion of fe- 


x males, will in pads 4; purchaſe males. 4 


R 3 4 continually harraſſed; that the numerous ſuicides” 
| |” which happen, all of which are a conſiderable loſs 
do the planter, will be prevented; that the waſte 

| . lands in the calonies to a prodigious extent, will 
vn be cleared and. cultivated ; that the revenue willy. 

| * of courſe, | be greatly improved; and that aue, 
1 dation will be, laid form. general emancipation at 
5 laſt, wu for a.converfion to chriſtianity. | Which, 
it they. take: place, will not only be of bali - 
1% - able See to the Daves themſelyes, but to 
* 4 the planters 3. as their eſtates (ſo much i 18 the ba- 
5 | unde in in favour * free 8 will be ee 
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* eden e that much more work will be 
ache in the ſame time; that the planters will be 
xither and happier; that the iſlands will be free 
- from the inſurreRions, with which they are now 
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